Case report: pelvic pain syndrome--successful treatment of a case by ovarian vein embolization.
Pelvic pain syndrome, without an apparent organic cause, is a common gynaecological complaint. Investigations, including laparoscopy are frequently negative but ovarian venography has demonstrated that pelvic varices are a consistent finding in these patients. The aetiology of pelvic varices has been the subject of debate, but it has recently been suggested that the primary problem is venous reflux in dilated, incompetent ovarian veins. Surgical ligation of the ovarian veins has been used effectively in small series of patients with this condition. We report a patient with the clinical and radiological features of this syndrome in which treatment by bilateral ovarian venous embolization produced prolonged symptomatic relief.